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SUPPLEMENTAL REVENUE ASSISTANCE 
PAYMENTS PROGRAM SIGN-UP PERIOD 
FOR 2012 CROP LOSSES BEGINS  

Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that sign-up begins today for 2012 
crop losses under the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) 
program.  The program, established by the 2008 Farm Bill, provides for one 
final period of eligibility for producers suffering crop losses caused by natural 
disasters occurring through Sept. 30, 2011, for crops intended for 2012 
harvest.  

To be eligible for SURE, a farm or ranch must have: 

 At least a 10 percent production loss on a crop of economic 
significance resulting from a disaster occurring on or before Sept. 
30, 2011.  A crop of economic significance contributes at least five 
percent of the expected revenue for a producer’s 
farm.  Additionally, the crop must also meet the following eligibility 
criteria: 

 The crop must be considered a 2012 crop which means, in general, 
that the crop was intended for harvest in 2012; 

 For insured crops, the coverage period must have begun on or 
before Sept. 30, 2011; 

 For crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Assistance Program, 
the coverage period must have begun on or before Sept. 30, 2011; 

 The final planting date, according to the specific coverage for the 
crop, must have been on or before Sept. 30, 2011. 

Note: A producer who only plants fall seeded or spring seeded crops with a 
final planting date on Oct. 1, 2011 or later) cannot meet the above eligibility 
criteria and will not be eligible for the 2012 SURE program.  

 A policy or plan of insurance under the Federal Crop Insurance Act 
or the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program for all 
economically significant crops; 

 Been physically located in a county that was declared a primary 
disaster county or contiguous county by the Secretary of Agriculture 
under a Secretarial Disaster Designation. Without a Secretarial 
Disaster Designation, individual producers may be eligible if the 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing


actual production on the farm is less than 50 percent of the normal 
production on the farm due to a natural disaster.  A “farm” for SURE 
purposes means the entirety of all crop acreage in all counties that 
a producer planted or intended to be planted for harvest for normal 
commercial sale or on-farm livestock feeding, including native and 
improved grassland intended for haying.   

Producers considered socially disadvantaged, a beginning farmer or 
rancher, or a limited resource farmer may be eligible for SURE without a 
policy or plan of insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
coverage. 
  
Farmers and ranchers interested in signing up must do so before the Aug. 
29, 2014, deadline. 

For more information on the 2012 SURE program, visit any USDA Service 
Center or online at www.fsa.usda.gov/sure. 

 

 

SAVE TIME -- MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH FSA 

As we roll out the Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, there will be related signups and in some cases 
multiple management decisions that need to be made by you, the producer, in consult with FSA staff.  To insure 
maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your important business needs, 
please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that 
you may need to have with you when you arrive for your appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact 
information, please visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app .  

 

GOVDELIVERY CUSTOMERS ARE NOT IMPACTED BY THE 
HEARTBLEED BUG 

GovDelivery customer subscriptions are not affected by the heartbleed bug. 

This bug has caused major security concerns among users of cloud technology. The Heartbleed bug refers to a 
flaw in an encryption tool used on the Internet that can expose data that is meant to be hidden. 

Your GovDelivery account and information is safe. Nothing in the GovDelivery network architecture is affected by 
this bug.  

You can find out more about the Heartbleed bug at http://heartbleed.com/.  

 

USDA’S FARM SERVICE AGENCY (FSA) OFFERS FARM BILL 
WEBSITE AND ONLINE OVERVIEW OF FARM BILL 
PROGRAMS 

The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, was signed by President Obama on 
Feb. 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain programs, continues some programs with modi¬fications, and authorizes 
several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). Most of these programs are authorized 
and funded through 2018.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/sure.
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
http://heartbleed.com/


For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit our Farm Bill website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program overview please read, download and/or print our recently 
posted FSA Farm Bill Fact Sheet titled, What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service Agency Customers?  

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center or visit us online at 
www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

MICROLOAN PROGRAM 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial 
operating needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.    

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan 
features a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers.  This loan program 
will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).    

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop 
houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, 
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses.  As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for 
a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender 
under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.  

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs 
available should contact their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a loan official.   

 

USDA ENHANCES FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN 
PROGRAM 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the expansion of the Farm Storage and Facility 
Loan program, which provides low-interest financing to producers.  The enhanced program includes 22 new 
categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable producers.  

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now have access 
to needed capital for a variety of supplies including sorting bins, wash stations and other food safety-related 
equipment.  A new more flexible alternative is also provided for determining storage needs for fruit and vegetable 
producers, and waivers are available on a case-by-case basis for disaster assistance or insurance coverage if 
available products are not relevant or feasible for a particular producer.   

Additionally, Farm Storage Facility Loan security requirements have been eased for loans up to 
$100,000.  Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 and any loan with little resale value required a promissory 
note/security agreement and additional security, such as a lien on real estate.  Now loans up to $50,000 can be 
secured by only a promissory note/security agreement and some loans between $50,000 and $100,000 will no 
longer require additional security. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities.  Eligible 
commodities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass commodities, fruits 
and vegetables.  Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and 
vegetables.  

Contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more about FSA programs and loans, including the 
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


